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With tub American Armt in Franc,
Oct. 1J. The reconquest of the Argonne
forest reflects great credit upon the
American army and particularly upon
the American unit which (ought Its
way thro inh tho wilderness. From where
the men now stand they can look back
on the vast stretch of forest and feet
well satisfied that they have accom-
plished a feat that nothing but steady
persistence, cheerful endurance and
readiness to fight at any moment could
hSTe brought to completion.

The Germans used liberally all the
fighting Ingenuity they possess, which
Is of no mean quality, to prevent the
reconquest of this district. On both
flanks, the right In the Aire Valley and
the left at Blnarvllle, they fought with
determination and even with despera-
tion, which Indicated tho Importance
they placed upon the operation.

But the Americans on the right and
the French on the left, by steady and
persistent ftghtlng, by a process of rest-
less movement under which the Germans

were forced to fight without a
moment's Intermission, by a firm resolve
not to let all the massed machine guns
or atrocious weather stay their progress.
forced the Germans back, leaving a long
stream of German dead to mark the
path of their advance.

While the most Important operations
were those on either side of the forest
for the Germans endeavored to prevent
the pinching out process by holding up
the two flanks, thus blocking, as they
hoped, a junction at the northern end
the most adventurous and spectacular
fighting was In the forest Itself. There
the Americans did not expect the Ger-
mans would offer such heavy resistance
as was encountered.

Forest Fighting IleitTT Tak.
The flanks were prepared to advance

slowly. Just penetrating the wilderness
as the Germans withdrew, but the Ger-
man resistance on the flanks Imposed
upon the unit fighting through the forest
a singularly heavy task. They found as
they moved forward that the Germans
had stationed snipers and machine gun-
ners at every conceivable spot Wher-
ever there was a clearing or road they
had to face a barrage of machine gun
Are, both direct and Indirect.

It was curious how distinctly these
deadly spots are marked by splintered
trees, churned ground and the refuse
that all fighting men leave behind after
a local action. There was a cross-
roads comer where gigantic German
signs direct one to every conceivable
place. Through this corner there run
one of the amazingly numerous light
railroads which the Germans have built
all through the forest. This crossroad
In In the Bols d'Aprenons and some of
the heaviest fighting occurred there.

Then there were trench systems about
Blnarvllle which, as In the case of the
"lost American Battalion," gave the
Germans an opportunity, should there bo
any defect In the liaison, to Infiltrate be-

hind tho men in the forest. This oc-

curred not merely once but again and
again.

It Is easy to realize what a task faced
the Americans. Not only Is the under
growth almost Impassable, with the trees
thickly entwined, but the Argonne con
lets of one long range of hills with nu

merous ravines, some so steep that It la
Impossible to obtain a foothold on the
downward slope. One looks down from
the heights upon these ravines Into the
most forbidding of valleys- - where the
marsh lands are traps ol deatn.

The Germans organized most of these
valleys Into little "Singapore villages.'
The concrete houses they built and the
'Ight railways they constructed are cer
tainly clcturesaue.

It was through such places. Infested
by the enemy, that the Americans ad'
vanced. The barbed wlre was so thick
that from above It looked like a solid
wall. But the Ingenuity of the Germans
and the treacheries of the wilderness
could not stop the Americans.

GOURAUD ON AISNE
AT BEND AT RETHEL

Is Across the River in Neigh
borhood of Vouziers.

7! the Attociated
With tub French Armt in France,

Oct. 13. Gen. Gouftaud's troops In pur-
suit of the Germans have reached the
banks of the Alsne In the ljend that
passes south of Rcthel and Chateau
Porclen. Five thousand civilians have
been liberated and many villages' and
towns retaken from the Germans.

Marshal Foch scaled his triumph over
Gen. Ludendorft and Field Marshal von
lllndenburg yesterday, when Gen. Gou- -
raua s men entered vouziers.

Vouziers Is a town of 3,000 lnhabl
tants. Itcommands two defiles In the
forest region eastward and Is of no
great military Importance In Itself. The
significance of the capture arises from
me fact that since 1914 It has symbol
lied German resistance In northern
France. Von Kluck, In acknowledging
ine failure of the plan to take Paris

"But the French will never retake
Vouziers," meaning not merely the In
consequential town of that name but
the entire system of German defence
along the Alsne.

But Vouziers has been taken, the line
of the Alsne has crumbled and the
lllndenburg line has been demolished
at several places In this region. The
Germans appear thus far to havo kept
their retreat In hand with the greatest
skill.

Some houses were still burnlner In
Vouziers last evening and Oerman shells
were falling in the town. Observation
In the parts of the village that could be
visited Indicates that tho damage Is only
partial.

The enemy occuded strong noaltlons
on the right bank of the Alsne to the'
east, where he opposed vigorously the
efforts of the French to effect a crossing.
A passage, however, was forced this
morning and a footing gained on' the
eastern bank,

North of the Olse the enemy appears
to bo digging in front of Gen. Debeney's
forces.
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POWERFUL German forcctt that for four years
have held the elbow in the battle line

where, coming down from the north, it turns to the
east, are now in lull retreat in a desperate effort
to save men ana material from capture by the
French. The capture of La Fere and Laon marks
the beginning of the clearing out of the Docket, the
mouth of which is only fifty-fiv- e miles across, an

ENEMY FLEES TO

ESCAPE A POCKET

Continued from First Page.

the Sambre and the Argonne forest
there are five German armies, number
ing at least COO, 000 fighting men, be-

sides tmmenso Btorcs of material and
large numbers of heavy guns, all
gathered Into a region Where there aren
few main roads and railroads, the
danger to the Germans In this with
drawal is apparent.

Since the Champagne offensive began
two weeks ago the French have captured
nearly 23,000 prisoners there, besides
more than 500 guns, and nave ireoa
nearly forty villages.

As the pressure of tne Allies increases
all the German armies between Lo Ca--
tcau and the Meuse are being forced
back gradually toward the Ardennes,
from wnicn position mey can escape
In the form of complete armies accom
panied by their heavy guns and Impedi
menta only by making flank marches
across the Allies' front toward Valen-
ciennes In one direction or toward the
gap between the Ardennes and the Al-

lies' battle line north of Verdun In the
other. The latter gap has been de-

creased steadily by the French and
American penetration north of the

The German lino 01 retreat lies
through the neighborhood of Sedan, and
that famous battlefield Is likely to take

a new jlgnlficance for the German
people. The northern lines of railways
In Belgium are not available to take
out the bulk of the Germans In France
as they already are by the
German preparations to evacuate west
ern Belgium.

OFFICIAL BULLETINS
OF THE WAR OFFICES

La Fere and St. Cobain Massif
Occupied by the French.

LONDON. Oct. 13. The folloiclng re
ports o operations on the front in
France and Belgium were issued y

bv the various tear offices:
BRITISH (NIGHT) During the

day local engagements between our
and the enemy's advanced detach-
ments have continued along the line
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exceedingly narrow outlet for so large a .force.
In the north the British are in the outskirts of

Douai andthey have made further progress to;the
northwest of that place and along the Selles River
to the vicinity ot Solesmes. Southeast of Douai
they have pushed up the easterly bank of the Scheldt
Canal and have captured the town of Montrecourt,
barely seven miles from Valenciennes.

of the Selle River. Our bridgehead
positions In the neighborhood of
Solesmes have beeh enlarged and
progress has been made on the west
bank of the river about Ilaussy and
Saulzolr.

There has been local fighting In the
neighborhood of Lleu-S- t. Amnnd. Wo
captured a number of prisoners.

Early this morning our advanced
troops crossed the Sensee Canal at
Aublgny-au-Ba- c and captured nearly
200 prisoners and maintained their
positions In the face of strong counter
attacks.

Northwest of Douai we have con-
tinued to advance. We hold

and Noyelles-Godau- lt

and are approaching the line of the
Haute Deule Canal on the whole of
the front between Douai and Vendln-le-VIei- f.

A number of prisoners were
captured In our operations on this
sector.

BltlTISH (DAT) East or the
Scheldt Canal wo gained possession of.
Montrecourt village nnd reached the
outskirts of Lleu'St. Amand.

In the Douai sector our troops are
now within a few hundred yards or
the town nnd have captured the Fau-
bourg d'Eaquerchln, the Douai prison
and the greater part of FIcrs. East
of Annays we have progressed along
the south bank of tho Haute Deule
Canal toward Courrleres.

I'KEN Cll (DAT) Le Fere has
been captured by the French. They
have crossed the La Fere-Lao- n Ball-wa- y

at the Danlzy-Veralgn- y height.
The northern and .eastern portions of
the vlllagepf La Fere are burning.

The massif of St. Gobaln has been
occupied by the French as far as St.
Nicholas and Suzy Wood.

The Italians have made progress
north of the Allctte. Further cast tho
French hold the line of Allelic.", Ber-rle-

and Amlfontalne.
The French have cleared the last

nests of German resistance In tho bend
of the Alsne.

GKRMAX (DAT) Army group ot
Crown Prince Rupprecht: In the
canal sector on both sides of Soual
and the western edge of Douai we are
In fighting contact with the enemy.
Douai has suffered considerably from
enemy artillery fire and airplane
bombs.

Northeast of Cambral during the
night of October 11-1- 2 we withdrew
somewhat from the enemy. The enemy
followed yesterday at midday and In
the evening reached the vicinity of
Avenes-Ie-Se- c and the heights on the
western bank of the Selle, near Saul-

zolr and Ilaussy.
In the early morning there was a

'violent artillery duel on both eldes
of Le Cateau. Between Solesmn and
Le Cateau the enemy attacked v.lth
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strong forces. He was successful In
penetrating Into our positions on both
eldes of Neuvllly. A counter attack
which was prepared for by the most
intense artillery fire resulted In com-
plete success and again threw the
enemy back. A-- partial attack, which
was renewed In the evening near
Brlastre, a repulsed.

Army group of the German Crown
Prince: North o( the Olse tho enemy
Is continuing his strong attacks on
both sides of Vaux-Andlgn- east of
Bohaln, near Alsonvllle, and near and
north of Orlgny the enemy sought to
push forward over the Olse Into our
positions. The main burden of the
fighting was borne by Thurlnglan reg-
iments. The enemy everywhere was
repulsed, partly In hard hand to hand
fighting and counter attacks.

On the front between thevOlse and
the Alsne the enemy again yesterday
followed our rearward movements
slowly. In the evening he reached the
wooded districts of St. Gobaln, the
heights north of the AUette and Aml-
fontalne. North of the Retourne sec-
tor he has crossed the line of Asfeld-la-Vlll- e.

Avancon. Perthes.
and Vouzleres with only

weak forces. An enemy detachment
which puBhed forward over the Alsne
southeast of Vouzleres was taken pris-
oner. Local attacks by the enemy
near Termcs. on the Alsne, were re-

pulsed.
Army group of Gen. on Gallwltz:

Local attacks by the enemy on the
western banks of the Meuse failed.
Serious lighting continued throughout
the day east of the Meuse between
Ormont Wood and Wavrllle, north-
east of Beaumont. The Americans,,
who renewed their fruitless attacks
with the employment of strong forces,
were thrown back In hard fighting by
Prussian, Saxon. Wuerttemberg. and
Austro-llunKarla- n regiments.

WORD PASSED TO FRONT

Only Effect Is to Crcato a
Doubt and Increase De-

termination to Win.

Hit the Anoclattd Prtn.
With the American Armt North

west or Verdun, Oct 13. The syn
chronized crash of the big guns and the
crackles of rifles and automatics heard
on the greater part of the American
front to-d- reflected the attitude of
the army as regards Germany's an-
nouncement that she Is willing to ac-
cept President Wilson's peace terms. It
was obvious that the forces of Ger
many and the Allies, particularly the
Allies, regarded that their part in tne
great drama still Is to light.

Whether the news of their Govern-
ment's announcement of willingness to
concede President Wilson's terms has
reached the Germans is not known, but
the greater part of the American Army
was given as early aa possible all Infor-
mation in possession of general head-
quarters. From corps headquarters the
news was sent to division headquarters,
and from there to the men In reserve
positions and on the fighting line.

Majority Express Donbt.
The effect produced was what might

have been expected. There were rare
Instances of outbursts of enthusiastic
cheering, but for every man who so dis-
played his emotion there were a hun-
dred whose only comment was an ex-
pression of doubt, as to the honesty of
Germany's Intentions.

There was nothing In the day's opera
tions to convince the Americans that
the war was over. Before daylight the
Germans displayed more than usual ac
tivity in shelling certain positions. East
and west of the Meuse they brought up
fresh forces and counter attacked. All
of them broke down before the violent
firing of the Americans.

As the day fore on the flchtlnsr de
vcloped greater Intensity along the
western part of the line, but It was
connned almost wholly to the artillery
wings, tne American nre nnallv attain
ing tho proportions of barrage, although
11 was not louowed up by Infantry at.
tack.

An Increased percentage of defective
ammunition appears to have been used
to-d- by the Germans. Montfaucon
was shelled rather heavily, but a check
late to-d- showed that 90 per cent
01 me missiles were auds.

The German prisoners In American
hands were told early v of their
country's peace offering. Instead of
adding to their gloom the general effect
was to stimulate them to some liveli-
ness. The good humor of the prisoners
was lowered somewhat, at least in one
cage, by the suggestion that they might
te detained until French Milages are
restored.

Along the roads In the trenches the
American soldiers were disposed to re-
gard the peace development as a matter
of course one for satisfaction, but not
for premature rejoicing. The fighting
at the (Marne and on the Solssons, St.
Mlhlel and other sectors has developed
In the American soldier a grimness that
It would 'be difficult to explain. There
were few comments on the peace situa-
tion as the business of warfare pro-
ceeded

"Up to Heinle to Quit."
"Well. If Heinle wants to quit he can

do so. But It's up to him to do the
quitting," was the most general ex-
pression used by the American troops.

While more spectacular progress has
oeen made on certain other parts of the
battle front It Is known that the allied
commanders are satlsfled with the work
of the Americans. They have been
placed here on what many regard as
a most difficult sector. It has not been
their, part to make great strides forward
so much as It has been to destroy Ger-
man divisions which have been thrown
Into tho battle line In a manner reflect
ing the determination to hold back their
enemies at a point where the loss of
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It would endanger more quickly their
entire force. Since the beginning of
the offensive September 26 west of the
Meuse the Germans have used thirteen
fresh divisions. In addition to the four
In line on the first day, and east of
ttiu Meuse they have called up four
fresh divisions. In addition to the three
In lino when the attack developed there
October 8. Thus It will be seen that
the enemy has been compelled to

his front between the Argonne
nnd Bezonvaux by seventeen fresh
divisions of troops.

SPAIN TO SEIZE GERMAN SHIPS.

Tonnage to the Cxtent of IS, 500
Will He Taken.

Madrid, Oct. IS. Tho Spanish Gov-
ernment has decided to put Into Imme-
diate service nlxty-tw- o German ships
lying In Spanish ports as the equivalent
In tonnage of Spanish ships torpedoed.

Paris, Oct. IS. Spain, according to
advices received by the Temps from
tho Spanish frontier, has decided to
seize German ships In her ports to the
extent of 13.500 tons, lu Indemnification
of Spanish shipping losses.

The German Ambassador, It Is stated,
has been asked to name the ships to
bo taken, but If the Embassy's choice
Is not Indicated by October IS the Span-
ish Government will make the selection
Itself.
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ISO REPORTED DEAD
IN PORTO RICO QUAKE

Almost Every Town in Itland
Seriously Damaged.

By the Attoetated Frets.
San Juan, P. It.. Oct. 12, (delayed).

One hundred and fifty lives were lost In
the earthquake yesterday In Porto Rico,
It was estimated by Gov. Tager y.

Almost every town In the Island reports
damage of property and scattering fa-
talities.

The greatest loss of life was at Maya-gue- z

and Aguadllla. west coast cities,
and In the Intervening territory. The
known dead at Mayaguez are given as
forty and at Aguadllla thirty.

At Mayaguez TO per cent, of the
houses of brick and cement construction
are reported destroyed or damaged be

yond repair. At AguadlllaVhe loss of
life was due chiefly to the tidal wave.

At Ponce, on the south coast, the
known dead are reported to be seven
and the njured eleven.

Gov. Yager, the Bod Cross and the
military Authorities are working to- -'

gether for relief, with Col. Tlppltt of the
Army MedAcal Corps, In charge at Maya-
guez.

Churches, hospitals,, schools and pub-
lic buildings everywhere suffered great
damage. bn Juan was the least dam-
aged of the large towns.

I.leni. nfeeno, I). S. Filer, Dies.
Paris, Oclt. 13. Lieut. Walter P.

Rheno, Marffia's Vineyard, Mass., an
aviator In tha Lafayette Escadrllle, Jled
to-d- In t&e American hospital In
Neullly of pneumonia. He had to. hit
credit several German airplanes and
had been decorated with the French, war
cross.

SAKS CLOTHES
OF A CHARACTER APPRE-
CIATED BY GENTLEMEN

SAKS CLOTHES are an unselfish
of polite fabricking, attentive tailor-nianshi- p,

studious contouring and, above all,
a stern denial of everything that is gauche.

They are the result of inherent good taste.
And let no one deny that there is such a
thing as inherent good taste, lest he appear
in public himself with Tan Shoes and Even-
ing Dress.

PfOR the Autumn and Winter, we have
developed a new and particularly effective

English Lounge Suit of excellent loomings
with a military waistline and a soldierman
shoulder that-lack- s only the epaulet.
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